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This presentation will provide an update on the proposals being considered to 

fulfill the direction received at the April Commission meeting. 

CWAs are specific sites designated by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) to protect places where wildlife congregates 

to breed, nest, roost, and feed. The areas are designated through an 

establishment order to minimize disturbance from human activities. 

FWC photo by Carol Rizkalla.

All aerial photos in the presentation are public domain. 

Author: Carol Rizkalla

Report date: September 9th, 2016
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We have identified 5 existing CWAs which require re-establishment (a change in 

boundary or closure dates) shown in yellow and 10 new areas which would 

benefit from the protection of a CWA designation. Some of the new areas 

include multiple islands or caves.  The following slides provide a summary of 

boundaries and concerns. 
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Re-establishment

Ownership: Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC and Port Tampa Bay

Birds: pelicans, cormorants, great egrets, great blue herons, snowy egrets, little 

blue herons, tricolor herons, reddish egrets, black crowned night heron, green 

heron, roseate spoonbill, American oystercatcher

Acreage: 47.5 water, 60 upland

Changes based on public input : None proposed
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NEW establishment

Ownership: Division of State Lands (unmanaged)

Birds: wood stork, roseate spoonbill, tricolored heron, black-crowned night 

heron, great blue heron, anhinga

Acreage: 3.7 water, 1.6 upland

Changes based on public input: Reduce buffer on Southwest and South sides 

of Dot and Dash islands to approximately 25 feet to keep clear of navigation 

channel.
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NEW establishment

Ownership: Division of State Lands (unmanaged)

Birds: pelicans, cormorants, great egrets, great blue herons, snowy egrets, little 

blue herons, tricolored herons, reddish egrets, black crowned night heron, green 

heron, roseate spoonbill, American oystercatcher

Acreage: 1.55 water, 2.9upland

Changes based on public input : Update boundaries based on input from 

West Coast Inland Navigation District,  move boundary on west to breakwater, 

buffer reduced to 50 feet on north end and east side of north island.
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Re-establishment

Ownership: FDEP, Wild and Scenic River program

Birds: wood stork, great egret, great blue heron, anhinga, snowy egret

Acreage: .75 water, .42 upland

Changes based on public input: Increased buffer to 75 on west, north and 

south sides. 
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There are six areas in Lee County that are being considered,  Three sites in 

Pine Island Sound, and three sites (that include 5 separate islands) in Estero 

Bay. 

Pine Island Sound is approximately 54,000 acres and has about 51 mangrove 

islands, many of them with nesting.  Only the three most important nesting and 

roosting areas are under consideration.   Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge 

owns Hemp Key, while DEP Pine Island Sound Aquatic Preserve owns and 

manages Broken Islands and Useppa Island Oyster Bar.   Birds that use these 

sites include pelicans, cormorants, reddish egret, little blue heron, tricolored 

heron, snowy egret, great blue heron, great egret, yellow-crowned night heron, 

black-crowned night heron. 

Estero Bay is approximately 11,000 acres with 100 islands throughout the bay, 

many with birds nesting.  The three most important areas for nesting and 

roosting are under consideration.  Matanzas Pass Island is just outside of the 

Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve (EBAP), but it is monitored by EBAP staff.  Big 

Carlos Pass contains many small islands, but only 2 of these (M-52 and M-

52/50) are under consideration.  These islands are state lands managed by 

EBAP.  The final area is Coconut Point, which as 2 islands – east and west –

that are under consideration.  
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Acreage - total for all sites in Lee County:  48 acres water, 29 acres uplands 

(proposed closure is about .07% of the total water area). 
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New establishment

Ownership: Ding Darling NWR (Hemp Key), FDEP – Pine Island Sound Aquatic 

Preserve (Broken Islands and Useppa Island Oyster Bar)

Birds: pelicans, cormorants, reddish egret, little blue heron, tricolored heron, 

snowy egret, great blue heron, great egret, yellow-crowned night heron, black-

crowned night heron

Acreage - total for all sites: 41acre water, 25 acres uplands (.0007% of

available water)
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Changes based on public input: Still under discussion; will meet with 

stakeholders.

Acreage: 12.94 acres uplands, 22.14 acres water
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Changes based on public input: Still under discussion, will continue to meet 

with stakeholders.  

Acreage: 7.24 uplands; 11.92 water
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Changes based on public input: Still under discussion, will continue to meet 

with stakeholders. 

Acreage: 4.87 uplands; 7.11 water

24



NEW Establishment

Ownership: Army Corp of Engineers (spoil easement on Matanzas Pass 

Island), FDEP (Division of State Lands; Estero Bay Preserve State Park – M-52 

and M50/52; Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve – Coconut Point East)

Birds: pelicans, cormorants, reddish egret, little blue heron, tricolored heron, 

snowy egret, great blue heron, great egret, yellow-crowned night heron, black-

crowned night heron, green heron, anhinga

Acreage - total for all sites: 6.5 acres water, 3.64 acres uplands (.005% of 

water)

• 25 Islands occur in Estero Bay

• Proposed CWA covers 4 of these: Matanzas Pass Island, M52 

and M50/52 at Big Carlos Pass, and Coconut Point East

Changes based on public input: no changes have been made yet, but 

discussion and meetings with stakeholders, as well as site visits will continue 

before a proposal is finalized.  
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Changes based on public input: Still under discussion, will continue to meet 

with stakeholders, including Marine Industries and marina owners to better 

understand concerns with this site.

Acreage: 1.5 upland; 2.5 water
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Changes based on public input: Based on public input the establishment area 

was significantly decreased to only include M52 and M50/52.

Acreage:  less than 1 acre upland (.92); 2.8 water
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Changes based on public input: Based on public input, staff propose to

include parameters of when the second, more westerly island could be posted in 

the future. 

Acreage: 1.21 upland; 1.2 water
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Rookery Island is currently a CWA being considered for re-establishment, and is 

the only site in Collier county included in the proposals.  
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Re-establishment

Ownership: managed by Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve; 

owned by Audubon 

Birds: pelicans, cormorants, great egret, snowy egret, little blue heron, tricolored 

heron, reddish egret, white ibis, glossy ibis

Acreage: 5.3 acres water; .19 acres uplands

Criteria for posting 2nd island: 

• Imperiled species nests are documented for two consecutive seasons on an 

island 

• Twenty or more imperiled species nests are documented on the island and 

• Human disturbance is documented during the two years imperiled species are 

documented utilizing the island 
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